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bill entirely I think. 1t doesn't have anything to do with the
content of the curriculum in our schools. |t doesn't say you
have to teach children about such and such, sych and such, such
and such. Wrat it says is the teachers that are teaching nmust
have conpetencies in dealing with people who cone fromdifferent
backgrounds. I n other words, to use three very crass examples,
perhaps, this doesn't say you have to teach about bl ack |mtpory
What it says i s we want ourteachers to know how to deal with
situati ons when one student of one race uses a derogatory r aci al

termto call...to refer to another group. |t doesnt say we
have to teach about the Nexican-American culture. ¢ gsays we
want teachers that are sensitive when children put gn a lay

that is based on racial stereotypes, that the teacher can harrt)dle
that sort of situation and recognize that that is sonmething that
probably should not go gp, We are not going to teach
about...dictating that we teach about Native Anerican cultures,
but that the teachers ought to have gq senS|t|V|ty t hat they
have Native American students in their {nas\s Traditi onal
Thanksgi ving cel ebrations, traditional Col unbus Day cel egrat

my not excite those Native Anericans quite to the degree that
they excite us. That is what we gare talking about js
competencies of teachers to deal with these. The next thing we
get into, Senator Crosby gave an excellent speech on General
File talking about some of the most cruel sorts of human

treatmenz, one person o another, based on religious
stereotypes, religious sorts of discri m natlon and 1 can recal |
some of these fromny past experience. | cane from one of the
whitest comunities. There were no mnorities, whatsoever, in
m{] community, one of the nost Protestant comunities. we had

ree churches in our community. s had a Net hodi st Church a
Reorgani zed Church of Latter-Day Saints, 5nga very, very small
minority ~ people were Catholic, very small minority. Ash

Wednesday would roll around, the Catholic stydents were excused,
they would go to theirservices, gnd they woul d conme back with

the ash on their forehead. I't was not treated by, | have got to
admit, by a number of ny fellow stydents, was not treated as
somethlng we should understand gas part of theirreligi ous
cultures. Those students tended to be ostracized, padefun_ of .

| am not proud of that fact, but that is the type of thin that
has . one on. When | first started to teach school in Pap|PI
Nebraska, we were tal king about the M d-East situation. | asked
students, is there anybody in here that happens o be wi sh?
To a student they |aughed, they thought that was funny that
teacher would ask, is there a Jewish student in this
classroom,...
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